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well as in the case of penal discipline, the evidence shows
how terribly we have erred from obstinately refusing to
consult first principles, and clinging to an unreasoning
empiricism. Though, during civilization, grievous evils
haAre occasionally arisen from attempts suddenly to realize
absolute rectitude; yet a greater sum total of evils has
arisen from the more usual course of ignoring absolute
rectitude. Age after age, effete institutions have been
maintained far longer than they would else have been;
and equitable arrangements have been needlessly post-
poned. Is it not time for us to profit by past
lesrons ?